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Severity of Learning Difficulties
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Proportion of Learning Difficulty Domains

Basic Math Concepts

Writing Skills

Reading Comprehension

Auditory Processing

Attention & Working Memory
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Abstract

The aim of this study was to identify the severity and patterns of learning disabilities
among students with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in Ahvaz and to propose practical
solutions for improving their academic performance. This descriptive-analytical research
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applied a mixed-method approach, targeting a population of Ae elementary students with
ASD selected through a census sampling method. Data collection instruments included
the standardized Learning Disabilities Evaluation Scale (LDES), a cognitive checklist, and
semi-structured interviews with teachers and parents. Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, t-tests, and qualitative content analysis. Findings revealed that
reading exhibited the highest mean severity of impairment, followed by writing and
mathematics. Memory and attention disorders had lower mean scores but still significantly
impacted learning outcomes. Qualitative results confirmed the presence of visual-motor
challenges, limited information processing, and short attention spans. Overall, the study
concludes that integrated intervention programs, emphasizing reading skills and core
cognitive elements, can substantially improve the educational performance of students in
this group.

Keywords: Autism, Learning Disabilities, Reading, Writing, Memory, Attention



