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Abstract

This study aimed to identify and measure the skill gap in accounting
education and to design a valid instrument for its assessment. A review
of the literature revealed that accounting graduates worldwide face
deficiencies in soft skills, weaknesses in digital literacy, and inadequacies
in curricula. These challenges are also evident in Iran and significantly
reduce graduates’ employability. To address this issue, the present
research adopted an applied approach with a descriptive—survey
method. The statistical population consisted of accounting students and
professional accountants working in public and private organizations,
and a stratified sample of Yo. participants was selected. Data were
collected using a researcher-developed questionnaire with ¢1 items
across five dimensions: technical skills, professional ethics, soft skills,
digital literacy, and curriculum adequacy. Content validity was confirmed
by experts and CVR index, construct validity was tested through
confirmatory factor analysis, and reliability was verified using Cronbach’s
alpha and McDonald’s omega. Findings indicated that the skill gap exists
in three main areas: soft skills, digital literacy, and curriculum adequacy.
Results also showed that students performed better in theoretical skills,
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while professional accountants demonstrated superiority in practical
and soft skills. These findings highlight the urgent need for curriculum
revision, expansion of internship opportunities, adoption of active and
project-based learning methods, and alignment of accounting education
with international standards. The developed instrument can serve as a
reliable tool for policymakers and universities to reform accounting

.education and reduce the skill gap

Keywords: Accounting Education, Skill Gap, Active Learning,
Instrument Validation, Labor Market
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